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7 GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ACRONYMS 

 
Adaptive use:  use of a historic structure for a purpose other than for which it was originally 
intended. 
 
Aesthetics:  refer to the visual, audible, and other sensory factors within the park setting and 
its surrounding landscapes that, taken together, establish character or sense of place. 
 
Active fault:  a fault that has moved recently and which is likely to move again.  For 
planning purposes, an “active fault” is usually defined as one showing movement within the 
last 11,000 years and can be expected to move within the next 100 years. 
 
Alluvium:  a general term for all detrital deposits resulting from the operations of modern 
rivers, thus including the sediments laid down in riverbeds, flood plains, lakes, fans at foot of 
mountain slopes and estuaries. 
 
Ambient air quality:  the atmospheric concentration (amount in specified volume of air) of a 
specific compound as actually experienced at a particular geographic location that may be 
some distance from the source of the relevant pollutant emissions. 
 
Ambient noise level:  the composite of noise from all sources near and far. 
 
Archaeological:  pertaining to the material remains of past human life, culture, or activities. 
 
Aquifer:  the underground layer of water-bearing rock, sand, or gravel through which water 
can seep or be held in natural storage.  Such water holding rock layers hold sufficient water 
to be used as a water supply. 
 
Bedrock:  the solid rock underlying unconsolidated surface materials. 
 
Best available control technology (BACT):  the most stringent emission limit or control 
technique that has been achieved in practice that is applicable to a particular emission 
source. 
 
Bikeways:  bicycle travel way, encompasses bicycle lanes, bicycle paths, and bicycle routes. 
 
Best management practices (BMP):  the most current methods, treatments, or actions in 
regards to environmental mitigation responses. 
 
Biodiversity:  biological diversity in an environment as indicated by numbers of different 
species of plants and animals, as well as the relative abundance of all the species within a 
given area. 
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Buffer:  land that protects natural and/or cultural values of a resource or park from adverse 
effects arising outside the buffer. 
 
California Coastal Commission:  established by the 1972 Coastal Act to review and 
approve projects and actions within a defined zone along the California coastline for 
compliance with the Coastal Act. 
 
California State Parks and Recreation Commission:  established in 1927 to advise the 
Director of Parks and Recreation on the recreational needs of the people of California.  In 
1928 it gathered support for the first state park bond issue.  The Commission schedules 
public hearings to consider classification or reclassification and the approval of State Parks’ 
general plan (and amendments) for each park unit. 
 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  a state law (PRC §21000 et al.) requiring 
state and local agencies to take actions on projects with consideration for environmental 
protection.  If a proposed activity may result in a significant adverse effect on the 
environment, an EIR must be prepared.  General Plans require a “program EIR” and park 
development projects require a project environmental document. 
 
Classification:  official designation of units of the State Park System.  Classification are 
established by the State Parks and Recreation Commission at the recommendation of 
Department staff and are based on the sensitivity and kind of unit’s most important resources 
and what types of use the unit will receive from the public. 
 
Clean Water Act (CWA):  enacted in 1972 to create a basic framework for current 
programs to control water pollution; provide statutory authority for the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). 
 
Concession:  a contract with persons, corporations, partnerships, or associations for the 
provision of products, facilities, programs, and management and visitor services that will 
provide for the enhancement of park visitor use, enjoyment, safety, and convenience.  
Concession developments, programs, and services must be compatible with a park unit’s 
classification and general plan provisions. 
 
Conservation easement:  acquisition of rights and interests to a property to protect 
identified conservation or resource values using a reserved interest deed.  Easements may 
apply to entire parcels of land or to specific parts of the property.  Most are permanent, 
although term easements pose restrictions for a limited number of years.  Land protected by a 
conservation easement remains on the tax rolls and is privately owned and managed; 
landowners who donate conservation easements are generally entitled to tax benefits. 
 
Constraints:  (1) the state of being restricted or confined within prescribed bounds (2) one 
that restricts, limits, or regulates; a check. 
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County Route:  a segment of roadway that has been officially designated by the Director of 
California Department of Transportation as a scenic corridor. 
 
Cultural heritage point of interest:  human activity site, interpretive exhibit.  Utilizes both 
preservation and interpretation. 
 
Cultural landscape:  a geographic area (including both the cultural and natural resources) 
associated with a historic event, activity, or person or exhibiting cultural or aesthetic values.  
This type is a landscape that evolved through use by people whose activities or occupancy 
shaped it. 
 
Cultural resource:  a resource that exists because of human activities.  Cultural resources 
can be prehistoric (dating from before European settlement) or historic (post-European 
contact). 
 
Cultural preserve:  the subclassification protects areas of outstanding historic interest in 
state parks, including such features as sites, buildings, or zones where significant events in the 
flow of history in California occurred.  They need to be large enough to protect resources 
from potential damage and to permit effective management and interpretation and must also 
have complete integrity of the resources; no conflicting improvements, such as roads, are 
permitted.  Natural resources values are secondary to historical values in cultural preserves. 
 
Culvert:  a drain, ditch, or conduit not incorporated in a closed system that carries drainage 
water under driveway, roadway, railroad, pedestrian walk or publicway.  Culverts are often 
built to channelize streams and as part of flood control systems. 
 
Cumulative Impact:  as defined by the state CEQA Guidelines (§15355) two or more 
individual effects which, when considered together are considerable or which compound or 
increase other environmental impacts. 
 
Degradation:  the reduction of environmental quality in an area through a lessening of 
diversity, the creation of growth anomalies, or the supplanting of native species by nonnative 
plant and animal species. 
 
Demographic:  having to do with a particular characteristic of a segment of the public at 
large; may be connected to the group’s age, the region where the group resides, a particular 
recreational interest, economic status, etc. 
 
Ecology:  the study of the interrelationship of living things to one another and their 
environment. 
 
Ecosystem:  a community consisting of all biological organisms (plant, animals, insects, etc.) 
in a given area interacting with the physical environment (soil, water, air) to function together 
as a unit of nature. 
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Ecotone:  a transition area between two adjacent ecological communities, usually exhibiting 
competition between organisms common to both; often a rich biological area. 
 
Effect/impact:  an environmental change; as defined by State CEQA Guidelines §15358: 
(1) Direct or primary effects are caused by the project and occur at the same time and place 
(2) Indirect or secondary effects that are caused by the project and are late in time or farther 
removed in distance, but still reasonably foreseeable.  Indirect or secondary effects may 
include growth-inducing effects and other effects related to induced changes in the pattern of 
land use, population density, or growth rate, and related effects on air and water quality and 
other natural systems including ecosystems. 
 
Endangered species:  a species of animal or plant is considered to be endangered when its 
prospects for survival and reproduction are in immediate jeopardy form one or more causes.  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the California Department of Fish and Game make 
this designation. 
 
Endemic:  indigenous to, and restricted to, a particular area. 
 
Environment:  as defined in State CEQA Guidelines §15360, “the physical conditions which 
exist within the area which will be affected by a proposed project, including land, air, water, 
mineral, flora, fauna, noise, and objects of historical and aesthetic significance.” 
 
Environmental impact report (EIR):  a report required by CEQA that assesses all the 
environmental characteristics of an area and determines what effects of impacts will result if 
the area is altered or disturbed by a proposed action.  If a proposed activity may result in a 
significant adverse effect on the environment, an EIR must be prepared.  General plans 
require the preparation of a “program” EIR appropriate to its level of specificity. 
 
Environmentally sensitive:  an area in which plant or animal life or their habitats are either 
rare or especially valuable because of their role in an ecosystem.  Such areas can be easily 
disturbed or degraded by human activities and developments. 
 
Ethnographic:  a multi-format group of materials gathered and organized by an 
anthropologist, folklorist, or other cultural researcher to document human life and traditions. 
 
Exotic species:  a species occurring in an area outside of its historically known natural range 
that has been intentionally introduced to or have inadvertently infiltrated into the system.  Also 
known as non-native, ornamental, or introduced species.  Exotic animals prey upon native 
species and compete with them for food and habitat.  Exotic plant species can convert native 
ecosystems into a non-native dominated system that provides little benefit to other species in 
the ecosystem. 
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Floodplain:  a lowland or relatively flat area adjoining inland or coastal waters that is subject 
to a one or greater chance of flooding in any given year (i.e., 100-year flood). 
 
Floodway:  the channel of a natural stream or river and portions of the flood plain adjoining 
the channel, which are reasonable required to carry and discharge the floodwater or flood 
flow of any natural stream or river. 
 
Forbes:  any herbaceous (non-woody) plant having broad leaves, and therefore excluding 
grasses and grass-like plants. 
 
Geology:  the scientific study of the origin, history, and structure of the earth. 
 
General plan (GP):  a genera plan is a legal planning document that provides guidelines for 
the development, management, and operation of a unit of the state park system.  A general 
plan evaluates and defines land uses, resource management, facilities, interpretation, 
concessions, and operations of a park unit as well as addressing environmental impacts in a 
programmatic manner.  A park unit must have an approved general plan prior to 
implementing any major development project. 
 
Grade:  the degree of rise or descent of a sloping surface. 
 
Habitat:  the physical location or type of environment, in which an organism or biological 
population lives or occurs.  It involves an environment of a particular kind, defined by 
characteristics such as climate, terrain, elevation, soil type, and vegetation.  Habitat typically 
includes shelter and/or sustenance. 
 
Hazardous material:  any substance that, because of its quantity, concentration, physical or 
chemical characteristics, poses a significant presence or potential hazard to human health 
and safety or to the environment.  Lead-based paint is an example of a hazardous material. 
 
Historic character:  the sum of all visual aspects, features, materials, and species associated 
with a structure or cultural landscape’s history, i.e., the original configuration together with 
losses and later changes.  These qualities are often referred to as character defining. 
 
Hydrology:  pertaining to the study of water on the surface of the land, in the soil and 
underlying geology, and in the air. 
 
Impervious surface:  any material, which reduces or prevents absorption of water into land. 
 
Infrastructure:  public services and facilities, such as sewage-disposal systems, water supply 
systems, other utility systems, road and site access systems. 
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Initial study:  as defined by State CEQA Guidelines §15365, an analysis of a project’s 
potential environmental effects and their relative significance.  An initial study is preliminary to 
deciding whether to prepare a negative declaration or an EIR. 
 
Interpretation:  in this planning document, it refers to a communication process, designed to 
reveal meanings and relationships of our cultural and natural heritage, through involvement 
with objects, artifacts, landscapes, sties, and oral histories. 
 
Kilowatt:  a measure of the rate of electrical flow equal to one thousand watts. 
 
Kilowatt–hour:  a measure of quality of electrical consumption equal to the power of one 
kilowatt acting for one hour. 
 
Landform:  configuration of land surface (topography). 
 
Mean sea level:  the average altitude of sea surface for all tidal stages. 
 
Mitigation measure:  a measure proposed that would eliminate, avoid, rectify, compensate 
for, or reduce significant environmental effects (see State CEQA Guidelines §15370). 
 
Morphology:  form and structure of a plant that is typical. 
 
Mycology:  the study of fungi. 
 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP):  the official federal list of buildings, 
structures, objects, sites and districts worthy of historic preservation.  The register recognizes 
resources of local, state, and national significance.  The register lists only those properties 
that have retained enough physical integrity to accurately convey their appearance during 
their period of significance.  Crystal Cove was listed on the NRHP as a Historic District on 
June 15, 1976. 
 
Native species:  a plant or animal that is historically indigenous to a specific site area. 
 
Negative declaration:  when a project is not exempt from CEQA and will not have a 
significant effect upon the environment a negative declaration must be written (see State 
CEQA Guidelines §15371). 
 
Natural preserve:  a subclassification within a unit of the State Park System that requires 
parks and Recreation Commission approval.  Its main purpose is to maintain such features as 
rare and endangered plants and animals and their supporting ecosystems in perpetuity. 
 
Office of Historic Preservation (OHP):  the governmental agency primarily responsible for 
the statewide administration of the historic preservation program in California.  Its 
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responsibilities include identifying, evaluating, and registering historic properties and ensuring 
compliance with federal and state regulatory obligations. 
 
Open Space:  an area with few or no paved surfaces or buildings, which may be primarily in 
its natural state or improved for use as a park. 
 
Project:  as defined by the State CEQA Guidelines §15378, a project can be one of the 
following a) activities undertaken by any public agency; b) activities undertaken by a person 
which are supported in whole or in part through contracts, grants, subsidies, loans or other 
forms of assistance from one or more public agencies; c) activities involving the issuance to a 
person of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement for use by one or more 
public agencies. 
 
Public Resources Code (PRC):  in addition to the State Constitution and Statues, California 
Law consists of 29 codes covering various subject areas.  The PRC addresses natural, 
cultural, aesthetic, and recreation resources of the State. 
 
Riprap:  a loose assemblage of broken rock or concrete often used to prevent erosion. 
 
Riparian:  riparian habitat represents the vegetative and wildlife areas adjacent to perennial 
and intermittent streams and are delineated by the existence of plant species normally found 
near fresh water. 
 
Runoff:  that portion of rainfall or surplus water that does not percolate into the ground and 
flows overland and is discharged into surface drainages or bodies of water. 
 
Septic system:  an on-site sewage treatment system that includes a settling tank through 
which liquid sewage flows and in which solid sewage settles and is decomposed by bacteria 
in the absences of oxygen.  Septic systems are often used where a municipal sewer system is 
not available. 
 
Significant effect on the environment:  as defined by State CEQA Guidelines §15382, 
substantial or potentially substantial, adverse change on any of the physical conditions within 
the area affected by the project, including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient 
noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance.  An economic or social change by 
itself shall not be considered a significant effect on the environment.  A social or economic 
change related to physical change may be considered in determining whether the physical 
change is significant. 
 
Shoulder season:  the months of the year immediately before and after the park’s busy 
recreation season.  This term generally refers to April and October, but could also shade into 
late March and early November, depending upon activities under discussion. 
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Siltation:  the process of silt deposition.  Silt is a loose sedimentary material composed of 
finely divided particles of soil or rock, often carried in cloudy suspension in water. 
 
Solid waste:  term used to describe the mixture of items, discarded by agricultural, 
residential and non-residential activities. 
 
Special-status species:  plant or animal species that are typically listed (State and Federal) 
as endangered, rare and threatened, plus those species considered by the scientific 
community to be deserving of such listing. 
 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO):  the chief administrative officer for the OHP 
and is also the executive secretary of the State Historic Resources Commission. 
 
Subclassification:  a separate classification for a portion or unit of the State Park System.  
The State Parks and Recreation Commission establish these at the recommendation of 
Department staff.  Cultural preserves, and Wilderness are subclassifications. 
 
Subsidence:  the gradual sinking of land as a result of natural or man-made causes. 
 
Threatened species:  an animal or plant species that is considered likely to become 
endangered throughout a significant portion of its range within the foreseeable future 
because its prospects for survival and reproduction are in jeopardy from one or more causes.  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the California Department of Fish and Game make 
this designation. 
 
Topography:  graphic representation of the surface features of a place or region on a map, 
indicating their relative positions and elevations. 
 
Trailhead:  the beginning of a trial, usually marked by information signs. 
 
Viewshed:  the area that can be seen from a specified location. 
 
Watershed:  the total area above a given point on a watercourse that contributes water to 
the flow of the watercourse; entire region drained by a watercourse. 
 
Wetland:  includes the environment of subtidal, mudflats, tidal salt marsh, periodically 
inundated or brackish marsh, diked marshland, associated upland, and freshwater marsh. 
 
Wilderness:  within state parks, this is a subclassification requiring approval by the State 
Parks and Recreation Commission.  It provides protection for plants and animals and their 
supporting ecosystems while also encouraging recreational use.  Its provision includes no 
permanent facilities other than “semi-improved campgrounds” and possible retention of 
structures existing when the land was designated.  No mechanical equipment may be used in 
a wilderness (including bicycles), and there is a 2000-foot no-fly zone above. 
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ACRONYMS 

AADT average annual daily trip 

ACSC areas of critical state concern 

ADA Americans with Disabilities Act 

ADT average daily traffic 

APCD Air Pollution Control District 

AQMD Air Quality Management District 

ARB California Air Resource Board 

  

BACT best available control technology 

BCAQMD Butte County Air Quality Management District 

BLM Bureau of Land Management 

BMP best management practices 

  

C Celsius 

CAA Clean Air Act 

CAAA Clean Air Act Amendments 

CAAQS California Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Caltrans California Department of Transportation 

CBC California Building Code 

CCC California Coastal Commission 

CCP Comprehensive Conservation Plan 

CCR California Code of Regulations 

CDF California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

CDFA California Department of Food and Agriculture 

CDFG California Department of Fish and Game 

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 

CESA California Endangered Species Act 

CFP California Fully Protected Species as designated by the California Fish and
Game Code 

CFR Code of Federal Regulation 
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cfs cubic feet per second 

CHFT California Heritage Task Force 

CHP California Highway Patrol 

CNEL community noise equivalent level 

CNPS California Native Plant Society 

CO carbon monoxide 

Commission California Parks and Recreation Commission 

CORRP California Outdoor Recreation Resource Plan 

CUP Conditional Use Permit 

CRHR California Register of Historic Resources 

CRMP Cultural Resource Management Plan 

CVP Central Valley Project 

CWA Clean Water Act 

CZMA Coastal Zone Management Act 

  

dB decibel 

dBA A-weighted decibel 

DEIR draft environmental impact report 

DFG State of California, Department of Fish an Game 

DOC Department of Conservation 

DOE Department of Energy (U.S.) 

DOF Department of Finance 

DPR California Department of Parks and Recreation 

du dwelling units 

DWR State of California, Department of Water Resources 

  

EIR environmental impact report 

  

F Fahrenheit 

FCAA Federal Clean Air Act 

FEIR final environmental impact report 
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FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FESA Federal Endangered Species Act 

FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map 

FIP Federal Implementation Plan 

  

gal gallon 

GCAPCD Glenn County Air Pollution Control District 

GIS Geographic Information System 

GP General Plan 

GPS Global Positioning System 

  

HAPs Hazardous Air Pollutants 

HC hydrocarbons 

HCP Habitat Conservation Plan 

  

ISO Insurance Services Offices (Rating) 

  

kW kilowatt 

kWh kilowatt-hour 

  

LAFCO Local Agency Formation Commission 

Leq energy-equivalent noise level 

Ldn day-night average noise level 

LOS level of service 

  

M Richter Scale Magnitude 

mgd million gallons per day 

ml milliliters 

mm millimeter 

MOU Memorandum of Understanding 

MRZ Mineral Resource Zone 
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msl mean sea level 

MW megawatts 

  

N nitrogen 

NA not applicable 

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

NCCP Natural Communities Conservation Program 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act 

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

NOX nitrogen oxide(s) 

NO2 nitrogen dioxide 

NOP Notice of Preparation 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

NRCS National Resource Conservation Service 

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 

NSVAB Northern Sacramento Valley Air Basin 

NTHP National Trust for Historic Preservation 

  

O3 ozone 

OHP State of California, Office of Historic Preservation 

OHV off-highway vehicle 

  

PG&E Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

PM2.5 fine particulate matter 

PM10 respirable particulate matter 

ppb parts per billion 

ppm parts per million 

PRC Public Resources Code 

  

ROG reactive organic gasses 
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RV recreational vehicle 

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board 

  

SB State Beach 

SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer 

SMARA California Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 

SO2 sulfur dioxide 

SP State Parks 

SR State Route 

SRCA Sacramento River Conservation Area 

SRCAF Sacramento River Conservation Area Forum 

SRA State Recreation Area 

SRNWR Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge 

SSC Species of Special Concern 

SVAB Sacramento Valley Air Basin 

SWP State Water Project 

SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board 

  

TAC toxic air contaminants 

THC total hydro carbons 

TCM Transportation Control Management/Measures 

TNC The Nature Conservancy 

TSM Transportation Systems Management 

  

UC University of California 

USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

USBR U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture 

USDI U.S. Department of the Interior 

USDOT U.S. Department of Transportation 

USEPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 



 
 Glossary of Terms and Acronyms  Bidwell-Sacramento River State Park  
 7-14 Preliminary General Plan and EIR 

USFS U.S. Forest Service 

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

USGS U.S. Geological Survey 

  

V volts 

Valley Sacramento Valley 

V/C volume to capacity ration (of traffic volume to roadway capacity) 
 




